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Rhetoric changed during the Middle Ages: parts of oral rhetoric spun off, supplying both theory and models for written communication, resulting in the theory of ars dictamen, or the art of letter writing.4 Importantly, of the six parts in an oration, four-Exordium, Narratio, Confirmation, and Conclusion-a.long with three major theoretical precepts-Inventio, Dispositio, Elocutio-influenced the theory and practice of teaching letter writing before modern times. (Divisio and Refutatio, two of the six parts of an oration, dropped by the wayside.)
Thus teachers of the ancient world, as exemplified in the writings of some Greek and Roman oral rhetoricians, directly influenced the teaching of letter writing (dictamen) for business and for personal written communication. Our structure for the following discussion is a brief survey of (1) some classical theories of oral rhetoric and (2) simultaneously noting those theories' reflection in written communication as seen in selected Italian, German, and English epistolographic works where theories and models for letter writing were influential.
BACKGROUND
As the Medieval world began to respect the literacy of its people and as fledgling commercial ventures between and within countries gathered momentum, there was an increasing need on both the political and commercial level for recording communication between groups or individuals. Oral communication left no record.
Thus as transactions became more complex, the notaries of the day, and individuals, turned to the more permanent communication transaction-writing (Witt, 1982) . The notarial profession, while still the major composers for business, church, and political clients, and often among the most literate, needed, as did a growing number of educated people, models and a theory for letter writing. That theory was found in oral rhetoric since classical antiquity did not have a fully developed theory of written composition.
Renaissance and Medieval scholars have been prolific in cataloguing the thousands of model letters and theoretical books and manuscripts. Research is just beginning on the history of business writing (Douglas and Hildebrandt, 1985) . That task and other research is still unfinished (Wattenbach, 1853; Wattenbach, 1855; Haskins, 1898; Murphy, J., 1971; Wieruszowski, 1971; Witt, 1982) .
Underlying some of the research is the theme that prescriptions for communicating orally in the ancient world later became the bane of students who learned compendiums of rules and models for writing. As 3.7.10.) 2) the deliberative-concerned with expediency or inexpediency before a public assembly:
Deliberative speeches are either of the kind in which the question concerns a choice between two courses of action, or of the kind in which a choice among several is considered. (Rhetorica ad Herennium, 1945, 3.2.2) 3) the forensic-concerned with justice or injustice before a law court:
I now come to the forensic kind of oratory, which presents the utmost variety, but whose duties are no more than two, the bringing and rebutting of charges (Quintilian, 1943, 3.9 .1). Rockinger (1863 Rockinger ( /1961 but disputed by Patt (1978) and Kristeller (1979) , was the first theorist on dictamen since the ancient world.
That Alberich was somewhat influential for subsequent dictamen writers is however supported by Nickisch (1969, p. (1943) suggested that in the exordium one prepares an audience so that it will listen to the rest of the speech.
In Medieval times vocabulary differences occurred from ancient concepts of the introduction, but beneath the variant headings is still discussed the prime purpose: adapting the written material to the reader, be he of the church, business, or government. (Stockhausens, 1751 Baldwin, 1944) . At Eton, around 1530, it was Erasmus' Conscribendi Epistolas that set the practice of letter writing, particularly arguments, proof of arguments, amplification, and other figures. Also, Cicero was to be emulated, oopied, imitated-for stylistic purposes, with embellishments also to be learned from Erasmus' De Copia (1513 /1963 At the other pole was the mean, the low, or the plain style, the speech of everyday life. (D'Alton, 1931 (D'Alton, /1962 In the middle, but not always clearly, stood the intermediate, theoretically borrowing from the grand or plain at the ends of the stylistic continuum. Lumped in this category were these orators who Cicero (1939, 5.21) (Nickisch, 1969, p. 33 Solmsen, Fredrich (1941) . The Aristotelian tradition in ancient rhetoric. American Journal of Philology, 62, [35] [36] [37] [38] [39] [40] [41] [42] [43] [44] [45] [46] [47] [48] [49] [50] Cicero, Orator, 15.50 who, devoid of modern psychological terms, antedates the primacy/recency argument of this century: "And when he has gained attention by introduction, he will establish his own case, refute and parry the opponent's argument, choosing the strongest points for the opening and closing, and inserting the weaker points in between."
